Using Real Intelligence With Artificial Intelligence
Every Professor has their own policy about using or not using AI. My view is that if you must use it, at least do it in a way that will help you, not hurt you. I would also say most people who use AI do the opposite, so here’s some advice for not hurting yourself:
1. First: Always remember that your homework counts for almost none of your grade (unless you don’t do it). The exams, where you can’t use AI, count for 90% of your grade. The homework is there to learn the material, so you do well on the exams. Getting correct homework answers doesn’t help much -- almost everyone’s average is between 8.5 and 9.5 out of 10, which is a 1% difference in the final score. 
2. But if I learn how to do the problems on the homework, I should be good for the exams, no? No! If you know why the homework answers are what they are, you should be good for the exam. What’s the difference? Learning an algorithm that gives you the correct answers without knowing why it works will not prepare you for the exams. I ask lots of questions that get to whether or not you understand the concepts, not your ability to reproduce the algorithm, which is of little use.
3. Why is it of little use? Because AI can reproduce algorithms, your ability to reproduce algorithms (which is worse than AI) is of little use in the world. But your ability to think conceptually is extremely valuable … still.
4. So how should I use AI on the homework if I’m going to use AI? As a last resort. If you are sure of your homework answer, then using AI as a quick verification is fine. But if you are unsure about your answer, struggle with it as much as possible without AI. Ideally, you will wait at least a half hour between getting your answer and looking at what AI says. Why? Because in that half hour, you will struggle in the back of your mind with the concept and learn a lot in that struggle…and this is a skill that you will need for exams when AI isn’t there. Think of using AI when you are unsure as a defeat. If you must use it, then go back to the problem and solve it without looking at the AI solution to make sure you understand the solution. 
Also, ask yourself if the AI answer is right, because, of course, it isn’t always. Another possibility: If you are unsure of the answer and the book has similar but unassigned problems, you might use AI on those and then use what you learned on the assigned problem. Always use homework to learn the concepts behind the material and to develop skills for figuring things out without AI when you have difficulties, which is the skill you’ll need on exams. Also, do not use AI to generate review problems for exams – my problems will be quite different – or for flashcards, which emphasize memorization, not concepts.
5. What is AI not a substitute for? Discussions with your fellow students are often better than AI because actual conversations lead to better problem solving than virtual chats with AI as the supposed oracle. And if you want an oracle, you pay a lot of money for one: use those office hours to see me! (Or see the MLC.) AI is no substitute for a conversation with someone who can personally guide you. 
