
F.A.Q. 
 
Q1:  I’m going to miss a day of class. What should I do? 
 
A:  If you’re going to miss a class, you don’t need to notify me.  You should give your 
homework to a classmate to turn in on time (if that’s not possible, see Q4 below). After 
the class, you should borrow a classmate’s notes, copy them, study them, and then if you 
have any questions at all about the material, please see me in office hours. 
 
Q2:  I missed a day of class. What should I do? 
 
A:  While you cannot turn the homework in late (which I have no control over, but see 
Q3 below), recall that I drop your two lowest homework scores specifically to address 
unavoidable absences. You should do the homework anyway even though you can’t turn 
it in since the material covered in the homework will be fair game for the exams.  Also, 
you should borrow a classmate’s notes for the class you missed, copy them, study them, 
and then if you have any questions at all about the material, please see me in office hours. 
 
Q3:  I can’t turn the homework in at the beginning of class because [fill in your 
(valid or not valid) reason here].  Am I screwed? 
 
A:  Possibly. By department policy, the grader is not allowed to accept late homework 
under any circumstances.  I have no power over this, but recall that I drop your two 
lowest homework scores specifically to address unavoidable problems with turning in 
homework.  Also:  if I do not answer homework questions during the class and the grader 
has not picked up the homework from the homework file on the door of my office (which 
will have a post-it with the name of the class on it), you can put your homework in the 
file with the rest of the class’s.  NOTE:  After the class is over, the grader can pick up the 
homework at any time.  If the grader has already picked up the day’s homework, do NOT 
put your homework in the file. It cannot be accepted, and it will not be graded.  Worse, 
you’ll have annoyed the grader, and, really, you never want to get on the bad side of a 
grader!  ALSO NOTE:  If I have answered any homework questions in class for a 
homework due that day, you absolutely cannot turn in that homework later, even in the 
homework file.  That would be called “cheatin’,” which is a very bad thing.  FINALLY: 
Although it should be clear from what is above, I want to emphasize that you should not 
leave homework in my mailbox, and you should not leave it under my office door. 
 
Q4:  Can I turn the homework in early? 
 
A:  If at all possible, the homework should be turned in at the beginning of class, either 
by you or by a classmate to whom you have given your homework.  If, for some reason, 
this isn’t possible, you can put the homework in the homework file on my office door 
before class.  (There will be a post-it on the file with the name of the class on it.) If you 
do put the homework in early and there are any sets of previous homework already in the 
file, you run the risk that the grader will fail to include your homework in the appropriate 
batch.  Obviously, the grader will not do this intentionally, but you assume this (usually 



small) risk by not handing in the homework with the rest of the class.  Do not put your 
homework in my mailbox.  Do not put your homework under my office door. 
 
Q5:  I just found out that I’m going to miss an exam.  Is there anything to be done? 
 
A:  Usually not, since, by department policy, I am unable to give late (or early) exams for 
any reason, but see me immediately and tell me what’s going on.  
  
Q6:  Do you give extra credit?  Is there a way to get points that is not on the 
syllabus?  Can you change my final grade for any reason other than my actual 
performance in the class?  
 
A:  No, no, and -- are you kidding me?! -- NO!  Breaking the syllabus is bad for both 
moral and legal reasons. It’s not fair to the other students who have played by the rules. 
 
Q7:  How can I ask you questions outside of class? 
 
A:  Obviously, the primary and preferable route to do this is during office hours.  If I’m 
in my office at a non-office hour time and the door is open or the door is closed but 
there’s a note on the door that says I’m available you can also stop by.  Occasional 
appointments can be requested if, for example, all of the office hours during a week 
conflict with your class (not your work) schedule.  It may not be possible to 
accommodate a request for an appointment with little lead time (e.g. within 2 days of the 
request) although I try to accommodate all reasonable requests. Also, please recall that 
free, instant tutoring is commonly available in Room 31 in the basement of O’Connor 
Hall from kind, smart mathematics students who have been inducted into the Pi Mu 
Epsilon mathematics honor society. (See the blackboard in Room 31 for these students’ 
hours.) Finally, if you’re in a calculus class, the Drahmann center can also provide 
additional tutoring resources. 
  
Q8:  Can I email you a question? 
 
A:  Yes, with two big exceptions: 1) Do not email me questions that I’ve already 
answered in this F.A.Q.!  2) Do not email me questions concerning homework or the 
material in the class.  This second exception is due to the fact that email is pretty much 
the worst medium in the world (except maybe for the telegraph) to try to convey 
mathematics.  It’s just dreadful.  That said, I definitely want to answer all of your 
questions about the homework and the material in the class, so please bring these 
questions to me in person, which is the best medium for communicating mathematics.   


