
Messianic Types 
Seven Ideas of the Messiah in Jewish and Christian Texts 

 
 King/Savior Priest Prophet Heavenly Agent Suffering Servant Adam  Word/Logos 
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A descendent of King 
David who will defeat 
enemies and restore 
God’s kingdom 

A priest who will 
restore proper sacrifice 
in the temple 

A prophet like Moses who 
will restore the law 

“Son of Man,” a 
human appointed 
as judge of 
humanity in the end 
times 

God’s servant, on 
whom the spirit rests; 
meek but bringer of 
justice and restorer of 
people 

The messiah is an anti-
type of Adam; he 
undoes the sin of Adam 

The Word 
through whom 
God created the 
universe 
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 2 Samuel 7:1-17;  
Isaiah 40:1-5 (of Cyrus of 

Persia); Psalm 2:2; 
Jeremiah 23:5-6;  
Daniel 9:25-26 

The authors of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls 

imagined two 
messiahs, one of 

Aaron (priestly) and 
one of Israel (royal) 

Deuteronomy 18:15 Daniel 7:13-14 Isaiah 42:1-4;  
49:1-6; 50:4-9;  

53:1-11 

Genesis 1–3 Genesis 1 
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r  References to David, 

king, rule, savior/ 
healer/feeder of people, 
“King of the Jews” 
language 

Melchizedek, language 
of sacrifice and temple, 
person as (high) priest 
and possibly as sacri-
fice, teacher/prayer 

References and allusions 
to Moses, or to messiah 
as lawgiver 

Son of Man 
language, role as 
heavenly judge of 
human behavior 

Vocabulary from the 
hymns; silent and 
unjust suffering; 
bearing others’ sins; 
bringer of justice 

Explicit references  
to Adam and his sin 
undone by messiah’s 
submission and 
obedience 

The term λογος 
(Word) will be 
used; creation 
language (“in 
the beginning”) 

Ne
w

 T
es

ta
m

en
t 

Matthew 27:27-37 
27 Then the soldiers of 

the governor took Jesus 
into the governor’s head-
quarters, and they gath-
ered the whole cohort 
around him. 28 They 
stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe on him, 29 and 
after twisting some thorns 
into a crown, they put it on 
his head. They put a reed 
in his right hand and knelt 
before him and mocked 
him, saying, “Hail, King of 
the Jews!” 30 They spat on 
him, and took the reed 
and struck him on the 
head. 31 After mocking 
him, they stripped him of 
the robe and put his own 
clothes on him. Then they 
led him away to crucify 
him. 

Hebrews 4:14–5:10 
5 So also Christ did 

not glorify himself in 
becoming a high 
priest, but was ap-
pointed by the one 
who said to him, “You 
are my Son, today I 
have begotten you”;  
6 as he says also in 
another place, “You 
are a priest forever, 
according to the order 
of Melchizedek.” 7 In 
the days of his flesh, 
Jesus offered up pray-
ers and supplications, 
with loud cries and 
tears, to the one who 
was able to save him 
from death, and he 
was heard because of 
his reverent submis-
sion. 

Matthew 5–7 
5:1 When Jesus saw the 

crowds, he went up the 
mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came 
to him. 2 Then he began to 
speak, and taught them, 
saying: 3 “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven…. 
21 You have heard that it 
was said to those of an-
cient times, ‘You shall not 
murder’; and ‘whoever 
murders shall be liable to 
judgment.’ 22 But I say to 
you that if you are angry 
with a brother or sister, 
you will be liable to judg-
ment; and if you insult a 
brother or sister, you will 
be liable to the council; 
and if you say, ‘You fool,’ 
you will be liable to the 
hell of fire.” 

Mark 14:53-65 
61b Again the high 

priest asked him, 
“Are you the Mes-
siah, the Son of the 
Blessed One?” 62 

Jesus said, “I am; 
and ‘you will see 
the Son of Man 
seated at the right 
hand of the Power,’ 
and ‘coming with 
the clouds of 
heaven.’ ”  63 Then 
the high priest tore 
his clothes and 
said, “Why do we 
still need wit-
nesses? 64 You 
have heard his 
blasphemy! What is 
your decision?” All 
of them con-
demned him as 
deserving death. 

Matthew 8:16-17 
16 That evening they 

brought to him many 
who were possessed 
with demons; and he 
cast out the spirits 
with a word, and 
cured all who were 
sick. 17 This was to 
fulfill what had been 
spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah, “He 
took our infirmities 
and bore our dis-
eases.” 

1 Corinthians 15:3 
 For I handed on to 

you as of first im-
portance what I in 
turn had received: 
that Christ died for 
our sins in accord-
ance with the scrip-
tures… 

Romans 5:12-21 
18 Therefore just as one 

man’s trespass led to 
condemnation for all, so 
one man’s act of right-
eousness leads to 
justification and life for 
all. 19 For just as by the 
one man’s disobedience 
the many were made 
sinners, so by the one 
man’s obedience the 
many will be made 
righteous. 20 But law 
came in, with the result 
that the trespass multi-
plied; but where sin 
increased, grace 
abounded all the more, 
21 so that, just as sin 
exercised dominion in 
death, so grace might 
also exercise dominion 
through justification 
leading to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

John 1:1-18 
1 In the begin-

ning was the 
Word, and the 
Word was with 
God, and the 
Word was God. 
2 He was in the 
beginning with 
God. 3 All things 
came into being 
through him, 
and without him 
not one thing 
came into be-
ing. What has 
come into being 
4 in him was life, 
and the life was 
the light of all 
people. 5 The 
light shines in 
the darkness, 
and the dark-
ness did not 
overcome it. 
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