Class 5b

MARRIAGE IN PRACTICE, MYTH
& METAPHOR

Hosea

* Prophet

» Preached in Northern Kingdom (Israel, Jacob,
Ephraim) from 750-725 BCE

* The metaphor of marital infidelity maps to
geopolitical and related religious
circumstances of the time
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What's Going on in Israel
when Hosea is prophesying

750

The Assyrian Empire, based around Mosul
in northern Iraq, is gaining territory

Israel’s prosperity under King Jeroboam ||
begins to change at his death in 746 BCE

Royal assassinations and court intrigue
plague the north

Israel allies with Syria to force Judah to join
their coalition against Assyria

Ivory sphinx, furniture decoration from
. o King Ahab’s “Ivory Palace,” 9t"-8!" ¢ BCE
The ruling elite increase demand for and Ul LA G
production of cash crops, jeopardizing the

production of agricultural staples




750 725
He criticizes the king and northern elites for
worshipping the Ugaritic storm/fertility god
Baal instead of Yahweh

He likens this idolatry to female

promiscuity in chapters 1-3 and 12-14,
thus transgendering his targets to shame
them

He analogizes his relationship to his
promiscuous wife to the relationship
between Yahweh and Israel

Baal, the Canaanite storm God, bronze
statue found at Ugarit, just north of Israel

7117 =to have sex outside of marriage
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Hos. 1:2 When the Loro first spoke through Hosea, the Lorb said to Hosea, “Go,

take for yourself g wife of whoredom|and have children off

for the

land|commits great whoredom|by forsaking the Lorp.” 2 So he went and took

Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.
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Hos 2:5
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5 For their mother has played the whore

. g i he wh i them h: t h: fully.
SR W BYDY TS she who conceived them has acted shamefully.
For she said, “I will go after my lovers;

they give me my bread and my water,

my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.”

AN =to commit adultery
owTR = temple servant

Therefore your daughters|play the whore
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and your daughters-in-law [commit adultery. |
14 | will not punish your daughters when the
nor your daughters-in-law when the
for the men themselves go aside with r
and sacrifice witl

thus a people without understanding comes to ruin.




The Aftermath

Assyrians Invade the Northern
Kingdom of Israel

The Assyrian Empire, based around Mosul
in northern Iraq, conquered the northern
kingdom in 722 and reduced the southern
kingdom to a vassal state

This is well-documented in Assyrian
documents and art, like the reliefs from
Sennacherib’s Palace in Nineveh

Many northerners fled to Judah and
Jerusalem

Palace Wall Reliefs from Mosul/Nineveh

The Wall Reliefs from Sennacherib’s Palace in Nineveh (Mosul, Iraq)




