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The Levite's Concubine

of Joshua, the Judges,

The Setting of the Narratives
| Samuel and Saul

« Orientation to the land of the confederation
of 12 tribes

» Story set in the period of judges, before the monarchies,
1150-1000 BCE

» Story TOLD much later; after destruction of the Northern
Kingdom Israel by Assyria, during the reunification of the
kingdom under Josiah and after the Babylonian Exile right
after, 622-540 BCE

« The authors are referred to as the “Deuteronomists”

because they write the book of Deuteronomy (literally,
second law”)
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Our Authors & Their Plot

» The Deuteronomists write much of the Hebrew
Bible (Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, 1-2
Samuel, 1-2 Kings)

« They have endured first the loss of the northern
kingdom to Assyria, and then the reunified
kingdom to Babylon

» There are several issues they are trying to

David, first king of unified Israel address:

Our plot lies early in their
wider story of Israel’s

* What sort of monarchy, if any, is good? history, just before its first

King Saul is chosen. Its

role is fo explain why a

king is needed.

* |s their covenant with YHwH still valide

* What is the relationship of the people Israel
to the land Israel?

Our Characters

* Levite
* Levite's concubine
» Levite's father-in-law

* The old man from
Ephraim, living in Gibeah

* The Benjaminites of
Gibeah

« All of the Israelites
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The original Hebrew has “she
fornicated against him”

NRSV with Strong’s v
Ephraim, took to himself a concubine from Bethlehem in

Judah. 2 But his concubind became angry Jvith him, and she

went away from him to her father's house at Bethlehem in

Judah, and was there some four months. 3 Then her husband
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On your handout of Judges 19, review the part of the
story in the left column against the part of the story on

the right. How do the actions on the left compare or

Some wonder if the last letter
is het (n) rather than he (n); in
that case, the verb would be

“she resisted him” — closer to
the LXX

confrast with the actions on the righte

Judges 19:22-26
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The verb, “to know”
(v1)

The verb, “to oppress,
humiliate, afflict, violate™ (nay)

thatf we may have intercourse with him}” 23 And the man, the

master of the house, went out to them and said to them, “No,
my brothers, do not act so wickedly. Since this man is my
guest, do not do this vile thing. 24 Here are my virgin daughter
and his concubine; let me bring them out now.them
and do whatever you want to them; but against this man do
not do such a vile thing.” 25 But the men would not listen to
him. So the man seized his concubine, and put her out to

them.|They wantonly raped her, fnd abused her all through

the night until the morning. And as the dawn began to break,
they let her go. 26 As morning appeared, the woman came
and fell down at the door of the man’s house where her

master was, until it was light.
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Judges 20:4-7 When the Levite recounts the crime, he uses the second
verb, nwy, “to oppress humiliate, afflict, violate™

o wRT ]3_751 4 4 The Levite, the husband of the woman who

m,mz’ N ‘nn‘:::am SN RN YN R was murdered, answered, “I came to Gibeah that

. . ) belongs to Benjamin, | and my concubine, to spend the
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M = ' T EomEE e g night. 3 The lords of Gibeah rose up against me, and

2902 7 0N A% M2 nR oY 130N | surounded the house at night. They intended to kil

ARG 253 Ry 6 cnhm ¥15"D~ IR me, and|they raped fny concubine until she died. 6
. ) ] . Then | took my concubine and cut her into pieces, and
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' ' ) S sent her throughout the whole extent of Israel’s

37 555-',277 ge 53‘73 mn7 35,57,&!7? nf?;-'ﬂ territory; for they have committed a vile outrage in
+ad5n A3yY 127 025 Israel. 7 So now, you Israelites, all of you, give your

advice and counsel here.”

Is this what happened? Has the
Levite left anything out?e




