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Martyrdom in the Three Monotheistic Religions

Ayoub, M. “Martyrdom in Christianity and Islam.” In Religious Resurgence:
Contemporary Cases in Islam, Christianity, and Judaism (ed. Richard T.
Antoun and Mary Elaine Hegland; Syracuse, New York: Syracuse University
Press, 1987) 56-89.

Ayoub examines contemporary views of martyrdom in Christianity and Judaism, as well
as their roots in the their respective scriptures and traditions. His thesis is that, while both
religions share a certain respect for those who prize God over their own lives, both also
have long been critical of those who would seek martyrdom. A. develops his argument
very clearly, using not only scriptural passages but also an adequate number of
contemporary commentators on those scriptures to paint a reliable portrait of Christian
and Islamic views. In the end, | was persuaded by the piece because A. tried to remain
objective and not paint either tradition in too rosy a light, and also because he offered lots
of evidence to support his conclusion. While this is a pretty general article and doesn’t
deal with the groups I’ve chosen to focus on (Christian anti-abortion activists, child
martyrs in the Iran-Iraq War, or Jewish settlers), this general background is really useful
for the final section of my inquiry when I will compare and contrast the perspectives of
the three religions. It exposed me not only to the similarities and differences between
Christianity and Islam, but also to the different points of view within each of these
religions over the years.

Blanchard, Dallas A. and Terry J. Prewitt. Religious Violence and Abortion: the
Gideon Project. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1993.

Write an annotation like the one above.

Cook, David. “The Implications of ‘Martyrdom Operations” for Contemporary
Islam.” Journal of Religious Ethics 32:1 (2004) 129-51.

Write an annotation like the one above.

Donohue, John J. “For Truth and Justice: Martyrdom in the Three Religious
Traditions.” In Faith, Power, and Violence: Muslims and Christians in a



Plural Society, Past and Present (ed. John J. Donohue and Christian W. Troll;
Rome: Pontificio Istituto Orientale, 1998) 85-101.

Write an annotation like the one above.

Lustick, Ian S. For the Land and the Lord: Jewish Fundamentalism in Israel. New
York: Council on Foreign Relations, 1989.

Write an annotation like the one above.



Juergensmeyer, Mark. “Zion Betrayed” and “Soldiers for Christ.” In Terror in the
Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence (updated edition;
Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001) 19-59.

Write an annotation like the one above.

Risen, Jim and Judy L. Thomas. Wrath of Angels: The American Abortion War.
New York: Basic Books, 1998.

Write an annotation like the one above.

Sciolino, Elaine. “Martyrs Never Die.” Frontline, “Terror and Tehran: Inside Iran”
(May 2002). Online,
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/tehran/inside/
martyrs.html, 29 October 2008. Excerpted from Persian Mirrors: The

Elusive Face of Iran (New York: Free Press, 2000).

Write an annotation like the one above.



