204-208, 224.

THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE
EPHESIANS

1 Paul, an apostle of Clirist Jesus by
the will of God,
To the saints who are in Ephesus and
are faithful® in Christ Jesus:
2 Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 DBlessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places, 4just as he cliose
us in Christ? before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before
him in love. SHe destined us for adoption
as his children through Jesus Christ, ac-
cording to the good pleasure of his will,
6to the praise of his glorious grace that he
freely bestowed onus in the Beloved. 7In
him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace 3that
he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
insight %he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his
good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
1035 a plan for the fullness of time, to
gather up all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth. 11In Chmst
we have also obtained an inheritance, ¢
having been destined according to the
purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to his counsel and will,
1250 that we, who were the first to set our
hope on Christ, might live for the praise
of his glory. 13In him you also, when vou
had heard the word of truth, the gospel

him, were marked with the seal of the
promised Holy Spirit; this? is the
pledge of our inheritance toward re-
demption as God’s own people, to the
praise of his glory.

15 T have heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love* toward all the
saints, and for this reason 6f do not cease
to give thanks for you as [ remember you
in my prayers. 171 pray that the God of
our Lord Jesus Churist, the Father of glo-
Iy, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him,
150 that, with the eyes of ‘your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what
are the riches of his glorious imheritance
among the saints, %and what is the im-~
measurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working
of his great power. 2 God/ put this pow-
er to work in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places, 21far above
ail rule and authority and power and do-
minion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the
age to come. 22 And he has put all things
under his feet and has made him the head
over all things for the church, Zwhich is
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his body, the fullness of him wheo fills all
in atl.

You were dead through the tres-

passes and sins 2in which you once
lived, following the course of this world,
following the ruler of the power of the
air, the spint that is now at work among
those who are disobedient. 3All of us
once lived among them in the passions of
our flesh, following the desires of flesh
and senses, and we were by nature chil-
dren of wrath, like everyone else. 4But
God, who is rich in mercy, out of the
great love with which he loved us Seven
when we were dead through our tres-
passes, made us alive together with
Christs~-by grace vou have been
saved-— €and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to
come he might show the immeasurabie
riches of his grace in kindness toward us
in Christ Jesus. 83For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of Godr
9not the resuit of works, so that no one
may boast. 0For we are what he has
made us, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand
to be our way of life.

11 So then, remember that at one
time vou Gentiles by birth, * called “the
uncircumcision” by those who are called
“the circumcision”—a physical circum-
cision made in the flesh by human
hands— !2remember that you were at
that time without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers to the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the
world. ¥3But now m Christ Jesus you
who once were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. ##For he is
our peace; in his flesh he has made both
groups into one and has broken. down
the dividing wall, that is, the hostility
between us. ¥5He has abolished the law
with its commandments and ordmances,
that he might create in himself one new
humanity in place of the two, thus mak~
ing peace, %and might reconcile both

groups to God in one body' through the
cross, thus putting to death that-hostility
through it/ 7So he came and pro-
claimed peace to you who were far-off
and peace to those who were near: 18for
through him both of us have access in
one Spirit to the Father. 1?So then you
are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are citizens with the saints and also
members of the houschold of God,
20built upon the foundation of the apos-
tles and prophets, with Christ Jesus him-
self as the cornerstone.” 21In him the
whole structure is joined together and
grows into a holy temple in the Lord;
22in whom you also are built together
spidtually? into a dwelling place for
God.
This is the reason that I Paul am a
posoner for™ Christ Jesus for the
sake of you Gentiles— 2for surely you
have already heard of the comimission of
God’s grace that was given me for you,
3and how the mystery was made known
to me by revelation, as I wrote above in
a few words, 4a reading of which will
enable you to perceive my understanding
of the mystery of Christ. 3In former gen-
erations this mystery® was not made
known to humankind, as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and proph-
ets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles
have become fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and sharers in the prom-
ise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7 Of this gospel I have become a ser-~
vant according to the gift of God's grace
that was given me by the working of his
power. 8 Although I am the very least of
all the saints, this grace was given to me
to brng to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, and to make
everyone see® what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in? God who
created ail things; 1050 that through the
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church the wisdom of God in its rich
variety might now be made known o
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 11 This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose that he has carried outin
Christ Jesus our Lord, '2in whom we
have access to God in boldness and confi~
dence through faith in him.7 31 pray
therefore that your may not lose heart
over my sufferings for you; they are your
glory.

14 For this reason I bow my knees
before the Father,® 13from whom every
family' in heaven and on earl;iq takes its
name. 161 pray that, according to the
riches of his glory, he may grant that you
may be strengthened in your nner being
with power through his Spirit, V7 and that
Christ may dwell in your bearts through
faith, as vyou are being rooted and
grounded in love. 181 pray that you may
have the power to comprehend, with all
the saints, what is the breadth and length
and height and depth, ¥and to know the
love of Christ that surpasses kr}owledge,
so -that vou may be filled with all the
fullness of God.

20 MNow to him who by the power at
work within us is able to accomplish
abundantiy far more than all we can ask
or imagine, Zlte him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all genera-
tions, forever and ever. Amen.

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord,
4‘ beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been caligd,
2with all humility and gentleness, w1§h
patience, bearing with one another in
love, 3making every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirlt in the bond gf
peace, ¢ There is one body and one Spirit,
just as you were called to the one hope of
your calling, Sone Lord, one faith, one
baptism, fone God and Father of al_i,
who is above all and through all and in
all.

7 But each of us was given grace ac-
cording to the measure of Christ’s gift.
8T herefore it is said,

“YWhen he ascended on high he

made captivity itself a
captive;
he gave gifts to his people.”
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what
does it mean but that he bad also de-
scended* into the lower parts of the
earth? WHe who descended is the same
one who ascended far above ali the heav-
ens, so that he might fill all things.
11The gifts he gave were that some
would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and 'teache;s,
1240 equip the saints for the work of min-
istry, for building up the body gf Christ,
Buntil afl of us come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to maturity, to the measure of the
full stature of Christ. 4 We must no lon-
ger be children, tossed to and fro _:md
blown about by every wind of doctrine,
by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in
deceitful scheming. 15But speak.mg the
truth in love, we must grow up in every
way into him who is the head, into
Christ, 6from whom the whole body,
joined and knit together by every liga-
ment with which it is equipped, as each
past is working pmpe_rh(, promotes the
body’s growth in building itself up in
love. ) ]
17 Now this I affirm and insist on n
the Lord: you must no longer live as the
Gentiles live, in the futility of . their
minds. ¥ They are darkened in their un-
derstanding, alienated from the life of
God because of their ignorance and hard-
ness of heart. They have lost all sensi-
tivity and have abandoned thcn}seives to
licentiousness, greedy to practice every
kind of impurity. 2That is not the way
you learned Christ! ?IFor surely you
have heard about him and were taught in
him, as truth is in Jesus. 2You were
taught to put away your former way of
life, vour old self, corrupt and de_luded
by its lusts, 23and to be renewed in the
spirit of your minds, 2*and to clothe
ith of him r Orf s Other
f gxgc;:;{(:gzhgzities add of our Lord Jesus Christ
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yourselves with the new self, created ac-

cording to the likeness of God in true

righteousness and holiness.

25 So then, putting away falsehood,
let all of us speak the truth to our neigh-
bors, for we are members of one anoth-
er. 2% Be angry but do not sin; do not let
the sun go down on your anger, ¥ and do
not make room for the devil. 2 Thieves
must give up stealing; rather let them
fabor and work honestly with their own
hands, $0 as 10 have something to share
with the needy. #Let no evil talk come
out of your mouths, but only what is
useful for building up,* as there is need,
50 that your words may give grace to
those who hear. 3¢ And do not grieve the
Holy Spirit of God, with which you
were marked with a seal for the day of
redernption. 31 Put away from vou all
bitterness and wrath and anger and
wrangling and slander, together with all
malice, 2and be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as
5 God in Christ has forgiven you.»

tTherefore be imitators of God, as
beloved children, 2and live in love, as
Christ loved us~ and gave himself up for
us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God. -

3 But fornication and impurity of any
kind, or greed, must not even be rmen-
tioned among you, as is proper among
saints. 4 Entirely out of place is obscene,
silly, and wvulgar talk; but instead, let
there be thanksgiving. 5Be sure of this,
that no fornicator or impure person, or
one who is greedy (that is, an idolater),
has any inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God.

6 Let no one deceive you with empry
words, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes on those who are
disobedient. ? Therefore do not be associ-
ated with them. 3For once vou were
darkness, but now in the Lord you are
Light. Live as children of light— 9for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is
good and right and true. ¥Try to find
out what is pleasing to the Lord. Y Take
no part in the unfruitfal works of dark-

ness, but instead expose them. 2For it is
shameful even to mention what such
people do secretly; 3but everything ex-
posed by the light becomes visible, ¥for
everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

15 Be careful then how vou live, not
as uawise people but as wise, ®making
the most of the time, because the days are
evil. 750 do not be foolish, but under-
stand what the will of the Lord is. 8Do
not get drunk with wine, for that is de-
bauchery; but be filled with the Spirit,
Yas you sing psalms and hymns and spir-
itual songs among yourselves, singing
and making melody to the Lord in your
hearts, Z0giving thanks to God the Father
at all times and for everything in the
name of our Lozd Jesus Christ.

21 Be subject to one another out of
reverence for Christ. '

22 Wives, be subject to your hus-
bands as you are to the Lord. 2For the
husband is the head of the wife just as
Christ is the head of the church, the body
of which he is the Savior. 24Just as the
church is subject to Christ, so also wives
ought to be, in everything, to their hus-
bands.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her, %in order to make her holy
by cleansing her with the washing of wa-
ter by the word, ?so as to present the
church to himself in splendor, without a
spot or wrinkie or anything of the
kind—-ves, so that she may be holy and
without blemish. 8In the same way,
husbands should love their wives as they
do their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. 2%For no one ever
hates his own body, but he nourishes and
tenderly cares for it, just as Christ does
for the church, ¥because we are mem-
v Other ancient authorities read building wp faith

w Orther ancient authorities read us x Other
ancient authorities read you
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bers of his body.r 3 *“For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and
be joined to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh.” 32This is a great mys-
tery, and I am applying it to Christ and
the church. 3Fach of you, however,
should love his wife as himself, and 2
wife should respect her husband.

Children, obey vour parents in the

Lord,* for this is right. ?“Honor
vour father and mother”-—this is the first
commandment with a promise: ?“so that
it may be well with vou and you may live
long on the earth.”

4 And, fathers, do not provoke your
children to anger, but bring them up in
the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters
with fear and trembling, in singleness of
heart, as you obey Christ; énot only
while being watched, and in order to
please them, but as slaves of Christ, do-
ing the will of God from the heart, 7Ren-
der service with enthusiasm, as to the
Lorxd and not to men and women,
8knowing that whatever good we do, we
will receive the same again from the
Lord, whether we are slaves or free.

9 And, masters, do the same to them.
Stop threatening them, for you know
that both of you have the same Master
in heaven, and with him there is no
partiality.

10 Finally, be strong in <he Lord and
in the strength of his power. 1 Put on the
whele armor of God, so that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of the
devil. 12For our~ struggle is not against
enemies of blood and flesh, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against
the cosmic powess of this present dark-
ness, against the spiritual forces of evilin
the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, so that you

may be able to withstand on that evil
day, and having done everything, to
stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten
the belt of truth around your waist, and
put on the breastpiate of righteousness.
15 As shoes for your feet put on whatever
will make you ready to proclaim the gos-
pel of peace. 16 With all of these, * take the
shield of faith, with which you will be
able to quench all the flaming arrows of
the evil one. Y7 Take the helmet of salva-
tion, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God.

18 Pray in the Spirit at all times in
every praver and supplication. To that
end keep alert and always persevere in
supplication for all the saints. 1¥Pray also
for me, so that when I speak, a message
may be given to me to make known with
boldness the mystery of the gospel,©
20for which I am an ambassador in
chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly,
as | must speak.

21 So that you also may know how [
am and what I am doing, Tychicus will
tell you everything. He is a dear brother
and a faithfil minister in the Lord. 2Iam
sending him to you for this very pur-
pose, to let you know how we are, and
to encourage your hearts.

23 Peace be to the whole communi-
ty,4 and love with fzith, from God the
Eather and the Lord Jesus Christ. #Grace
be with all who have an undying love for
our Lord Jesus Christ.

y Other ancient autherities add of his flesh and of
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First of all, then, [ urge that suppli~
cations, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone,
2for kings and all who are in high posi-
tions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.
3This is right and is acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior, 4who desires
everyone to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. SFor
there is one God;
there i1s also one mediator
between God and
humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,

who gave himself a ransom for

all
~—this was attested at the right time. 7For
this I was appointed a herald and an apos-
tle (I am telling the truth,¢ [ am. not Iy-
ing), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and
truth.

8 Idesire, then, thatin every place the
men should pray, lifting up holy hands
without anger or argument; %also that
the women should dress themselves
modestly and decently in suitable cloth-
ing, not with their hair braided, or with
gold, pearls, or expensive clothes, ¥but
with good works, as is proper for wom-
en who profess reverence for God. t1Let
a woman learn in silence with full sub-
mission. 121 permit no woman® to teach
or to have authority over a man;© she is
to keep silent. ¥For Adam was formed
first, then Eve; 1and Adam was not de-
ceived, but the woman was deceived and
became a transgressor. 15 Yet she will be
saved through childbearing, provided
they continue in faith and love and holi-
ness, with modesty.

3





