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Class 4a

PAUL'S VIEWS OF WOMEN'S ROLES

Outline

= Paul, apostle and letter-writer
s Brief bio
e |mpact on New Testament

= Paul’s Views of Women'’s Roles
o Galatians 3:28
= Romans 16
e Corinth
* Problems in Corinth
* Research clusters
 Text analysis of 1 Corinthians 7 & 11

Paul
Brief Bio

= Bornin 1o CE inTarsus, Asia Minor (Turkey)

A zealous Pharisee and Roman citizen
= Converts to Christianity around 34 CE (after Jesus’ death)
= Takes his message on the road to Asia Minor and Greece

= Writes letters to communities he visited if he hears of
problems or questions (5162 CE)

= Arrested in Jerusalem c.60 CE

= Diesin Rome c.62 CE during a persecution by Nero




Paul

Impact on the New Testament
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Paul’s Views of Women’s Roles

Romans 16

= Date

= Place

= Author

= Audience

—————— ;o

Winter 57-58 CE

Written from Corinth
(host Gaius; cf. 1 Cor 1:14)
or Cenchreae

to Christians in Rome

Paul, “apostle to the
Gentiles”

Roman Christians, former
Jews and Gentiles, most
of whom Paul had not yet
met




IA Paul's Views of Women'’s Roles
Romans 16

= Who are the specific women named in Romans 16?
= What roles are they functioning in?

= How do these tasks compare to Xenophon's
assumptions about gender roles?
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IA Paul's Views of Women's Roles
1Corinthians
= Date 54 CE WHEN
= Place Written from Ephesus WHERE
(Turkish coast) to the city of
Corinth in Greece, a recently
established Roman colony
= Author Paul, “apostle to the WHO
i Gentiles”
[
= Audience Corinthian Christians, former FOR
Jews and Gentiles, most of WHOM
whom Paul had met




IA Paul’s Views of Women'’s Roles
1 Corinthians: Problems in Corinth

= Paulis answering a letter sent to him by the
Corinthians

= We have to “peel back the onion” to find the problems
he’s answering
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1 Corinthians 11:3-16

3But | want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and
the husband is the head of his wife, and God is the head of Christ. 4Any
man who prays or prophesies with something on his head disgraces his
head, sbut any woman who prays or prophesies with her head unveiled
disgraces her head—it is one and the same thing as having her head
shaved. For if a woman will not veil herself, then she should cut off her
hair; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or to be
shaved, she should wear a veil. 7For a man ought not to have his head
veiled, since he is the image and reflection of God; but woman is the
reflection of man. 8indeed, man was not made from woman, but
woman from man. SNeither was man created for the sake of woman,
but woman for the sake of man. *°For this reason a woman ought to
have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels.
#Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man or man
independent of woman. *2For just as woman came from man, so man
comes through woman; but all things come from God. $3Judge for
yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head
unveiled? Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long
hair, it is degrading to him, sbut if a woman has long hair, it is her glory?
For her hair is given to her for a covering. *But if anyone is disposed to
be contentious—we have no such custom, nor do the churches of God.







