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Missing Books �
of the Bible 

Dead Sea Scrolls 



2 

The Great Isaiah Scroll 

Three Ancient “Bibles” 
 1. The Masoretic Text 
 

 2. The Septuagint (Greek translation of Hebrew Bible) 
²  includes works composed in Greek (e.g., Maccabees) 

²  form of books found in Hebrew Bible often differs (e.g., Jeremiah) 

²  Earliest mss: John Rylands Papyrus 458 (2nd c. BCE), Papyrus Fouad 266 (c. 100 BCE),  
    Codices Sinaiticus and Vaticanus (300s CE), Codex  Alexandrinus (400s CE)  

²  Leningrad Codex (1008 C.E., basis of Biblia  Hebraica Stuttgartensia) 

²  Aleppo Codex (925 C.E.: earlier, but portions are lost; basis of the  
    Hebrew University Bible Project, Jerusalem) 

²  includes other extra works 

 3. The Samaritan Pentateuch 

Great Manuscript Discoveries 
of the Past Two Centuries 

Dead Sea Scrolls (1947-1955) 
Thousands of parchment and papyrus 
fragments from almost 900 different  
manuscripts, including almost every book 
of the Jewish scriptures, mostly in Hebrew  

Introduction to the 
Dead Sea Scrolls 

What are the Dead Sea Scrolls? 

•  over 900 manuscripts 
 

•  discovered 1947-1956 

•  11 caves with ruins of a 
   community compound 

˜  NW corner of Dead Sea 
˜  20 miles as crow flies from Jerusalem 
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The Great Isaiah Scroll 

The Types of Manuscripts 

•  books of the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) 

•  sectarian literature 
²  rules and other halakhic texts 

•  “parabiblical” texts (including apocryphal works like Tobit,  
   parts of Daniel, and proto-Esther, plus some pseudepigrapha, targums  
   (+ pesharim) 

²  liturgical texts 
²  astronomical texts, horoscopes 
    & calendars 

²  pesharim (commentaries) 

•  poetic/wisdom texts 

•  the Copper Scroll 

 215 + 12 

 670 

The Great Isaiah Scroll 

Biblical Manuscripts 

•  all books of the Hebrew Bible except Esther and 
  Nehemiah, plus 
 

•  most popular 
²  Psalms (37 mss) 

²  Deuteronomy (30 mss) 

²  Isaiah (21 mss) 

 215, + 12 from other sites 

²  apocryphal books of Tobit, Ben Sira, and the Letter of Jeremiah 

²  books they likely considered scripture: 1 Enoch, Jubilees 

When the 
extant manuscripts 

were copied 
1000 BCE 

1 BCE / 1 CE 

1200 CE 

When the 
books of the Bible 

were written 

Torah 
Prophets Writings 

Hebrew Bible 

100 
200 
300 
400 
500 
600 

273 mss 
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The Discovery of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls 

Jerusalem 
Qumran 

The Initial Discovery: Cave 1 

The	
  Isaiah	
  Scroll	
  from	
  Cave	
  1	
  (1QIsaa)	
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The	
  Psalms	
  Scroll	
  from	
  Cave	
  11	
  (11QPsa)	
  

Excavations at Nearby Khirbet Qumran 
revealed a sizeable public facility 
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Reconstructed, it mighy 
 have looked like this: 

Aerial View of the Qumran Compound 
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…and the caves closest to the compound 
had the most scrolls  

(though these were in very fragmentary shape) 
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Dead Sea Scrolls Fragments bought from the Bedouin 

Part	
  of	
  the	
  “Thanksgiving	
  Scroll”	
  
from	
  Cave	
  11	
  (11QHa)	
  

Part	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  scroll,	
  
under	
  normal	
  (left)	
  and	
  	
  

infrared	
  (right)	
  light	
  

Scholars	
  separating	
  the	
  scrolls	
  
manuscripts	
  in	
  Jerusalem	
  

Fragments	
  of	
  Exodus	
  that	
  belong	
  to	
  the	
  same	
  
manuscript	
  (4QpaleoExodm)	
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A	
  reconstructed	
  column	
  of	
  the	
  Exodus	
  
manuscript	
  

Published	
  version,	
  
with	
  some	
  missing	
  text	
  filled	
  in	
  

4QReworked	
  Pentateuchc	
  

frgs.	
  6a	
  i-­‐ii,	
  6c	
  

4QReworked	
  Pentateuchc	
  

frgs.	
  6a	
  i-­‐ii,	
  6c	
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4QSamuela	
  
Col.	
  10	
  	
  
(1	
  Sam	
  10:27	
  +	
  addition	
  –11:2)	
  

4QSamuela	
  
Col.	
  10	
  	
  
(1	
  Sam	
  10:27	
  +	
  addition	
  –11:2)	
  

New	
  American	
  
Bible	
  
official	
  Catholic	
  translation	
  in	
  U.S.	
  

1970	
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Ulrich	
  
Dissertation	
  
Harvard	
  University	
  

1978	
  

New	
  Revised	
  
Standard	
  Version	
  
official	
  liberal	
  Protestant	
  Bible	
  

1991	
  

4QJeremiahb	
  

(Jeremiah	
  4-­‐5a,	
  9,	
  5b,	
  11-­‐21)	
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4QJeremiahb 
Differences between the Masoretic and Septuagint Versions 

•  The Masoretic is 1/8 longer; adding 33:14-26 + shorter 
   passages, moving oracles to the end, and rearranging other 
   verses 

•  Two Dead Sea Scrolls of Jeremiah, 4QJerb and 4QJerd,  
   preserve Hebrew manuscripts more like the Septuagint 

4QJeremiaha	
  

Cols.	
  3–4	
  
(Jeremiah	
  7:30–8:3)	
  

11QTargum	
  of	
  Job	
  

Col.	
  30	
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11QTargum	
  of	
  Job	
  

11QTargum	
  of	
  Job	
  

Col.	
  38	
  

11QTargum	
  of	
  Job	
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Pesher	
  
of	
  
Habakkuk	
  

Red lettering on 4QNumbersb 

Red lettering signals new content units: 

•  Col I (right): Numbers 20:22 

•  Col II (left) Numbers 21:13  
   (where the River Arnon is mentioned) + 
   Deut 2:42 (which has a divine blessing  
   of the River Arnon) 

 

This “blending”of parts of Torah is called 
“harmonization.”  It’s a common feature  
of some DSS, the Samaritan Torah,  
and of many gospel manuscripts. 
 


