Class 2

THE POLITICAL, SOCIAL & ECONOMIC
CONTEXT, & JESUS’ EARLY YEARS

Outline

= What was life like in Roman Palestine during Jesus’ time?
= What do we know about Jesus’ childhood?

= What do we know about his family?

= Was he married to Mary Magdalene?

= What are these gnostic gospels that are in the news?

————— ;o

Question 6

WHAT WAS LIFE LIKE IN ROMAN
PALESTINE DURING JESUS' TIME?




THE HELLENISTIC KINGDOMS (3RD C. BCE)
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[ Roman Political Theology

1. Augustus presented himself as an agent of restoration, not
innovation
stability
prosperity
moral renewal

2. His poets and propaganda praised him as a kind of heaven-sent
agent
Virgil” s Aeneid aligns Augustus with the founder of Rome

Augustus aligns himself with gods of peace, victory, abundance
on coins and statues

that Augustus represented: breaking from republican traditions and
establishing himself as the sole ruler

g
g
[
{ 3. Infact this propaganda was meant to offset the radical innovation




Ara Pacis Augustae, Rome

Octavian denarius

Winged victory on ship's prow Emperor on chariot, holding olive branch
holding wreath/crown of victory Inscription: Implerator] Caesar




Octavian denarius, 19-18 BCE

Caesar Augustus “Caesar's Comet”
7-day comet the appeared during the Ludi Victoriae Caesaris a few

defcaton’y Octarian
Inscription: Divws viiv

The Augustan Building Program in Pompeii

Octavian denarius, 32-29 BCE

Bust of Octavian Pax, holding olive branch and cornucopia
(Augustus Caesar) Inscription: Caesar Divi F




g /
BOSPORUS KINGDOM

e @7

SV

Black Sea

> ondil

MOESIA

THRACE
ACE

GALATIA CAPPADOCIA
ASIA d

AFRICA N

Mediterranean Sea

NUMIDIA \

CYRENE







.lllllnllln:.g;

’\.nnnr'

Gaulanitis 63 BCE

Pompey takes region
for Rome

40 BCE
Roman senate appoints
Herod “King of the Jews”

Samaria 37BCE

Herod secures control

37-4BCE
Launches a huge
building and infra-
structure program,
honoring the Emperor
wherever he can




Samaria

| Gaulanitis

4 BCE
Herod dies, and 3 sons
split his kingdom; Philip
builds Caesarea Philippi

6CE
Herod Archelaus can't
control the south, so
the Romans take over
direct administration

S
Herod Antipas builds
the city of Tiberias
to honor the new emperor

in20CE

4 BCE
Herod dies, and 3 sons
split his kingdom; Philip
builds Caesarea Philippi

6CE
Herod Archelaus can't
control the south, so
the Romans take over
direct administration

40CE

Rome grants Herod
Agrippa | the entire
region; he promotes
Roman interests
aggressively, increasing
tension

66-74 CE
First Jewish Revolt;
Temple destroyed

Gospels begin to be written




Jewish Groups at the Time of Jesus
Sources

= Josephus, War and Antiquities

= Dead Sea Scrolls
s Essene documents
s veiled (negative) references to other groups

= Philo of Alexandria

= Scattered references in other authors




[ Jewish Groups at the Time of Jesus
Common Beliefs

= Monotheistic theology
= Notion of election —“the chosen people”

= Shared revelation in Torah

= Sacrificial cult

———— v,

The Jerusalem Temple

The Jerusalem Temple
What Remains Today
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The Jerusalem Temple
Carbon shadows of arcade burned during Jewish revolt

Jewish Groups at the Time of Jesus

Differences
Group Socio-economic class Religious views Entire nation
Sadducees Aristocrats; Torah only; Entire nation
runTemple before they interpret
Hasmoneans; then
the group splits
Pharisees Mixed; Dual Torah Entire nation,
opposed to Hellenizing (oral and written); But there are
Sadducees; redefine prophets differing degrees
purity so laypeople can be and writings of purity within it
as pure as priests
Essenes Mixed; Intensified Only them
leaders likely breakaway Torah; only (they are the
Sadducees opposed their interpretations righteous
to Hasmonean priests are legit; prophets remnant)

apocrypha and sectarian it

and writings, including
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[ Additional Groups

= Samaritans
= Zealots
= Scribes

———— v,

[ Messiahsin Jewish History

= Belief in a messiah is NOT a central belief
for all Jewish groups

= For groups that DO believe in a messiah,
the beliefs vary a lot

= And in the last 2000 years, there have been
several messiahs

———— v,

Messiahs in Jewish History

—0—0—-=0 O—
6 27-30 132-135 1648-1666 1902-1994
Judas Simon Sabbatai Sevi
the Galilean  bar Kochba Rebbe Menachem
Schneersohn
Jesus
of Nazareth
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Four Messianic Paradigms

= king

= priest

= prophet

= heavenly agent

John J. Collins, The Scepter and the Star
The Messiahs of the Dead Sea Scrolls and Other Ancient Literature,
Anchor Bible Reference Library (New York: Doubleday, 1995).

Tensions & Collaborations
No single Judaism, no single Jewish view of Rome

= Some shared sensibilities

Roman gods not welcome in Jerusalem
Jewish cult given some autonomy

= Collaborations

Upper socio-economic/religious groups shared Rome’s interests
Roman law, culture, social practices were integrated
Rome’s political theology was mimicked even by opponents

= Tensions

Tribute, billeting, molestation, conscription
Client kings vs. royal tradition

Economic impacts

Outright rebellion

Question 7

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT JESUS’
CHILDHOOD?
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The Definition of the Canon

= Definition

= Time-Frame

= Criteria

a Greek word for a tool of measurement; in scripture
studies a list or catalogue of books that “measure up”
to the standards of the church as authoritative texts

4-gospel limit in some communities by 180 CE; earliest
canon that matches our NT’s is in 367 CE (Athanasius’
Easter Letter).

« apostolic, or traceable to one of the apostles

« in traditional use, or in use from an early period in
many churches

* catholic, or universal in appeal

« orthodox, or in conformity with emerging
mainstream teaching

———— v,

Matthew's Infancy Narrative
The Genealogy (1:1-17)

Groupings Numbers
. 7
Abraham to David 14 7
David to the Exile 14 ;
Exile to Messiah 14 7
7
What do all these groups share What do these numbers signify?
in common?
Jesus is the fulfillment of Jewish history Jesus s the promised  Jesus" birth is the
and of God’s promises to the Jews heir of David beginning of
24 =DVD in Hebrew the day of the Lord

the 7 cycle of 75

Matthew's Infancy Narrative

Five Vignettes in a Highly Structured Narrative (Matt 1:1-2:23)

¢ Genealogy 1117
¢ Joseph’s dream Joseph interpreted dreams 1:18-25
inEgypt (Gen 40-4) Isaiah 7:14 (1:22-23)
« The magoi and the king  Davidic monarchy and 2:1-12
promise of messiah (2 Sam 7) Micah 5:1 (2:5-6)
* Flight into exile Moses' exile from Egypt; Babylo- 2:13-15

nian exile (Exod 2:11-22; Ps 139)

Hosea 11:1 (2:15)

¢ Slaughter of infants Moses survives Pharaoh'’s 2:16-18
slaughter of infants (Exod Jeremiah 31:15 (2:17-18)
1:1-2:10)

* Exodus from Egypt Exodus from Egypt 2:19-23
(Exod 11-15) Unknown prophecy (2:23)

How do these events correlate with Jewish scripture?
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Luke's Infancy Narrative
A Highly Structured Narrative (1:5-2:52)

A. Before births of John and Jesus
@ 1. birth of John announced
2. birth of Jesus announced
3. Mary visits Elizabeth w

B. Births of John and Jesus
1. birth of John

2. circumcision / manifestation of John
3. birth of Jesus

4. circumcision/manifestation of Jesus
5. finding in temple

Infancy Gospel of James
Manuscript Evidence

This gospel was very popular and was collated in several
liturgical collections

Because the text was not regarded as canonical, it was amended
more often, so the versions are quite different from one another.

There are over 140 Greek mss (the oldest is
Papyrus Bodmer 5 from the 300s), and
multiple translations:

% 4 Syriac < 1lrish <+ 2 fragments in Coptic
% 2 Georgian % 3Armenian % 1 Ethiopic paraphrase
<+ 1latin (+ extracts) “* 1Arabic « 169 Church Slavonic mss

Infancy Gospel of James

= Date 150—200 CE + later additions,
place

= Genre A narrative like the NT gospels, but confined
to stories of parents and Jesus’ birth

= Gospel Presupposes and conflates the canonical
comparison infancy stories, adding legendary elements
(12 Sam 1:1-2:13; 2 Chr 24:20-22)

= Content Mary’s conception, birth, upbringing,
betrothal to older Joseph (with sons from a
prior marriage), birth of Jesus, virginity in
partu and post partum
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Infancy Gospel of James

Infancy Gospel of Thomas yoey
Manuscript Evidence B

« 8 Greek mss, the earliest of which dates to the 1300s

% 3 Syriac mss, the earliest of which dates to the 500s

¢ 2 Latin mss, the earliest of which dates to the 400s-500s
1 Georgian ms

< 15 Church Slavonic mss from the 1000s

% 1 Ethiopic ms

“* Some of the details in this tradition reappear in the later
Arabic infancy gospel and Armenian infancy document

T TEACHE,

Infancy Gospel of Thomas N
S
1Y

= Date 100s CE, Syria?

= Genre Collected traditions loosely strung

together in a narrative form

= Gospel Vignettes of Jesus’ childhood unlike
comparison  anything in the NT gospels, though
some scenes are modeled on the
adult Jesus’ miracles in canonical NT

= Content Imagine an impulsive and willful child
with divine powers
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Question 8

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT HIS FAMILY?

The James Ossuary
Bone-Box of the Brother of Jesus?

The James Ossuary
Bone-Box of the Brother of Jesus?

“James, son of Joseph, brother of Jesus.”
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The James Ossuary
Bone-Box of the Brother of Jesus?

A modern forgery An early and carefully carved inscription
AL A
T T U — e

“James, son of Joseph, brother of Jesus.”

———— v,

Question g

WAS HE MARRIED TO
MARY MAGDALENE?

The Developing Tradition
of Mary Magdalene

= Close Analysis (synopsis)

= Tendencies in the gospels
s Female companions are marginalized
« Ignored until they can’t be avoided (Mark, Matthew)
« Orturned into respectable women (Luke)
= Role at resurrection grows

= Tendencies after the gospels

18



Leonardo da Vinci
The Last Supper
1495-1498 Fresco in the dining hall at Santa Maria delle Grazie in Milan, Italy

Flemish Master of the

Magdalene Legend
Mary Magdalene Preaching

c. 1500-1520
John G. Johnson Collection
Philadelphia

Titian
The Atoning Magdalene
1490-1576

Galleria Palatina
Palazzo Pitti, Florence
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Giampietrino
Mary Magdalene

First half of 1500s
Pinacoteca di Brera
Milan

Tilman Reimenschneider
Mary Magdalene (with 6 angels)

1490
Bayerisches Mationalmuseum
Munich

Donatello
The Penitent Mary Magdalene

Mid 15t century
Museo dell’Opera del Duomo
Florence
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Quentin Metsys
The Penitent Mary Magdalene

1466-1530
John G. Johnson Collection
Philadelphia

Question 10

WHAT ARE THESE GNOSTIC GOSPELS
THAT ARE ALWAYS IN THE NEWS?

The Great Discoveries

Oxyrhynchus
1895-1930

50,000+ fragmentary Greek mss,
some of them Christian

Nag Hammadi
1945

13 books with 52 separate “tractates” —
4™ century copies of earlier gnostic works
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Nag Hammadi

Muhammad Ali Samman,
who discovered the
codices

The end of the
Apocryphon of John
and the beginning
of the Coptic
Gospel of Thomas
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Gospel of Thomas
Manuscript Evidence

This gospel survives in 4 witnesses

<+ 3 Greek fragments from separate mss
found at Oxyrhynchus (100-200s CE)

< A Coptic translation found complete in
Codex Il from the Nag Hammadi corpus
(+XIll 2; 400 CE)

NH Il 2-3

Gospel of Thomas
Logion 56

Jesus said, whoever has come to know the world
has discovered a carcass, and whoever has
discovered a carcass, of that person the world

is not worthy.

Gospel of Thomas
Logion 114

Simon Peter said to them, “Make Mary leave us,
for females don’t deserve life.”

Jesus said, “Look, | will guide her to make her
male, so that she too may become a living spirit
resembling you males. For every female who
makes herself male will enter the domain of
heaven.”
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Gospel of Mary

Manuscript Evidence

This gospel survives in 3 witnesses, none of them found
at Nag Hammadi (but all of them from Egypt)

¢ Papyrus No. 463 in the John Rylands
collection at the University of Manchester
(from Oxyrhynchus; Greek, early 200s CE)

<« POxy 3525 (Greek, 200s CE)

<+ a Coptic translation at the beginning of the Berlin
Papyrus 8502 (a.k.a. the Akhmim Codex, 400s CE)

Gospel of Mary

= Date 100s CE, Egypt (or Syria?)
= Genre Revelatory dialogue / secret instruction
= Gospel Entirely set after the resurrection; Q & A

comparison and commissioning of disciples; but content
of conversation is gnostic

= Content Post-resurrection dialogues with disciples
about the destiny of matter and the nature
of sin (which the Savior says “does not
exist”); Mary then shares the special
revelation

Gospel of Mary

7-1-9
Supreme God
[The disciples ask] “Will matter then be utterly o
[destroyed] or not?” Demiurge
alesser god
The Savior replied, “Every nature, every "ch"thv
modeled form, every creature exists in and R
with each other. They will dissolve again into 1
their own proper root. For the nature of
Lo h ) Humans have the
matter is dissolved into what belongs to its divine in them.
nature. Whoever has ears to hear should Those who know it
heal’." return

to their root God;
those who don't return
to matter

24



———— v,

Gospel of Mary

7.10-20

Then Peter said to him, “You have been
explaining every topic to us; tell us one other
thing. What is the sin of the world?”

The Savior replied, “There is no such thing as sin; rather,
you yourselves are what produces sin when you act in
accordance with the nature of adultery, which is called
‘sin.” For this reason, the Good came among yovu,
pursuing the good that belongs to every nature. It will
set it within its root.”

Gospel of Mary

17.10-19.5

Andrew responded, addressing the brothers and sisters,
“Say what you will about the things she has said, but | do
not believe that the Savior said these things, for indeed
these teachings are strange ideas.”

Peter responded, bringing up similar concerns. He
questioned them about the Savior, "Did he, then, speak
with a woman in private without our knowing about it?
Are we to turn around and listen to her? Did he choose
her over us?”

Gospel of Mary

17.10-19.5

Then Mary wept and said to Peter, "My

brother Peter, what are you imagining? Do

you think that | have thought up these things by
myself in my heart or that | am telling lies about the
Savior?”

Levi answered, speaking to Peter, “Peter, you have always
been a wrathful person. Now | see you contending
against the woman like the adversaries. For if the Savior
made her worthy, who are you then for your part to reject
her? Assuredly the Savior's knowledge is completely
reliable. That is why he loved her more than us.
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Gospel of Mary

17.10-19.5

“Rather, we should be ashamed. We should

clothe ourselves with the perfect human, acquire

it for ourselves as he commanded us, and announce
the good news, not laying down any other rule or law
that differs from what the Savior said.”

After [he said these] things, they started going out [to]
teach and to preach.
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