
Portfolio Part FOUR This essay asks you to describe an imaginary yet realistic 
transformational process toward environmental justice. You will extend your fictional 
alternative autobiography by imagining what it would be like to participate in 
organizing a community to express their moral agency, demonstrating your 
understanding of the Catholic imagination. This essay should build upon and apply the 
empirical and ethical analysis in Portfolio 1 and 2 to answer the following question: 
how might you participate in organizing a community, drawing the conceptual 
resources from the Catholic imagination, to foster environmental justice? New, later 
deadline: Friday 4 November 2011. Two+ single spaced pages. 
 
Use the following table to imagine a “journey toward justice” through stages in time 
and greater scale. Portfolio THREE already described the process 12. Now, for this 
essay, narrate how you work as part of a community group to move 345 6.  
 

Ignorance Discovery Organizing Advocating

Person [1] [2]

Community [3] [4] [5]

Institution [6a]

(region) [6b]

Stages in the promotion of justice

sc
al

e

 
 
Begin by brainstorming who (you as part of what community group) does what (shares 
what knowledge and takes what action) how (using which examples from our Catholic 
+ other readings) for each stage 345 6. For each of these three stages, you should 
fill out a cell in the worksheet.  

1. A description of who in your community you imagine would help the 
community move forward through each stage. Explain who would contribute 
ideas from the Catholic imagination (you? A community group? Or…?) 

2. An description of what actions you imagine might be necessary to move through 
this stage toward EJ your community (see Cole & Foster preface, 4, 7) 

3. A description of how you, as a part of this effort, would present ideas from the 
sacramental imagination and Catholic social teaching principles, to promote 
transformation (See Columbia River letter 13-17, and Renewing the Earth p 20-1, 
but remember Groome, Warner, Koenig-Bricker, and Burton-Christie).  

Approach this exercise as narrating snapshots in time, stages over months or years, to 
help a community engage an institution (perhaps outside the community) to change 
their institutional behavior. Be sure you demonstrate your knowledge of the Catholic 
imagination! Use footnotes to reference ideas and sources of those ideas. 



 Examples 
from our 
texts 

Community ignorance to 
discovery 

Community discovery to 
organizing  

Community organizing 
 to advocacy with  
an institution (offsite?) 

Who does this?  
(agency by you 
as part of what 
community 
group)  
 
 

    

Does what? 
(shares what 
knowledge and 
takes what 
actions) 
 
 
 
 

    

How does the 
community pull 
this off? (using 
which examples 
from our 
Catholic + other 
readings) 
 
 
 

    

 


