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Portfolio Part Three. Write a short fictional alternative autobiography that describes 
how your life might have unfolded had you been born into one of the case study 
communities in the Central Valley. You might think of this as conducting a comparison 
of several snapshots, shuffled from your imaginary and actual life. Describe how you 
would, in this fictional context, wake up to environmental injustice, as did Erin 
Brockovich. Use this essay to explore and interpret a similarity and difference between 
your own story and that of a marginalized Central Valley community. Portfolio Part 
Four will build upon this alternative autobiography to describe how you would engage 
an environmental injustice issue in this community. Due October 26, three pages single 
spaced. Name your file 11.64.3.yoursurname.doc(or even better: .pdf); place that that in 
the subject line of your email, and send to kdwarner@gmail.com 
 
This assignment asks you to imagine what it would be like to grow up in one of the 
marginalized communities and how you might awaken to environmental injustice. You 
are to write a fictional autobiography, but you must be realistic in your approach. You 
have to present this as a credible, believable possibility. You are not writing a fantastical 
movie script for a cartoon. The autobiography should start with your parents, include 
siblings (if you like) and cover the period of your life up to the age of 20 or 25. You 
should treat environmental injustice and associated suffering seriously, but also try to 
enjoy the creative dimension of this assignment.  
 
The purpose of the assignment is for you to exercise your sense of imagination about 
what it would be like to grow up circumstances different than your own, and what it be 
like to awaken to environmental injustice. It is my hope that this assignment will help 
you to develop a deeper understanding of what it is like to grow up in a vulnerable 
community; to reflect on the advantages you enjoy in life that you might not have if you 
grew up in a community; and ultimately, to cultivate a deeper sense of compassion for 
those who are vulnerable.  
 
If you have not seen it, I strongly recommend you watch Erin Brockovich to get a sense 
of what an experience of “waking up to environmental injustice” might look like.  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erin_Brockovich_%28film%29   Based on a true EJ story, 
Erin Brockovich is a mostly-accurate portrayal of a working class single mom who takes 
on a major utility that had poisoned the groundwater of a small desert town in 
California. Julia Roberts is the star. Use this to inspire you to describe what an 
awakening might like. You can rent it on itunes for $3. 
 
Here are the steps in writing the paper.  

1. Pick the small town or community in which your fictional autobiography will 
take place.  

2. In your own personal notes, make a rough outline and timeline of your family 
life and your life. How did your parent or parents come to live here? Were they 
born here or were they immigrants? Consider a plausible event in your family’s 
life that made it poor or kept it poor, such as the death or disability of a parent or 
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both parents. Or consider that your family may have had a different line of work 
or suffered from discrimination. In other words, develop a credible reason for 
why you were raised in a vulnerable community. 

3. Watch Julia Erin. 
4. Now write your fictional autobiography. Start by describing your parents and 

family: where they came from, what they did, any significant event in your 
family that made it vulnerable.  

5. Describe your own life, retaining as much as possible elements from your real 
life story, but without the privileges, resources, blessings, and advantages that 
allowed you to be here at SCU. Make this credible, believable, and realistic.  

6. Toward the end of the paper, describe how you awoke to the reality of social and 
environmental injustice in this community. How did you realize that your 
family, your community was vulnerable? How did you make a comparison with 
privileged communities? What kinds of feeling and thoughts arose in you as a 
result of realizing other people had many more advantages compared to you?  
 

 
 
 


