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Portfolio I assignment: community profile of EJ in the Central Valley 
Due October 10 email to kDwarner@gmail.com  (don’t forget the D) 
 
About half the grade for this class will be determined by a portfolio assignment which 
will study a community affected by environmental injustice in the San Joaquin Valley. 
You will draw from a range of case study materials, including the reader and the 
internet. This portfolio is a five part assignment, and will provide info you will need for 
the imovie.  
• Part I. Write up a short community profile of a place in the Central Valley; explain 

how it suffers from “environmental injustice”; and describe how social institutions 
outside that community exercise power that result in some form of injustice. Due 
week 4 (Monday), three pages single spaced. 
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The first step, and possibly most important, is to select a community in the San Joaquin 
Valley to profile for this assignment. You should pick a city or town in the San Joaquin 
Valley (i.e., south of Sacramento and not in the Sacramento Valley) with less than 
100,000 inhabitants. If you want to pick a regional issue, such as water distribution or 
air pollution, you must confer with me first. For this specific assignment of Portfolio 
One, you cannot choose a community profiled by Cole & Foster (Kettleman City or 
Buttonwillow), nor one from the Invisible-5. However, if you visit me during office 
hours, I will give you permission to study one of those communities for portfolios 2-5.  
 
I suggest you begin by selecting one of the EJ issues in Cole & Foster or Invisible-5, 
and then for this assignment, see what other communities in the Central Valley suffer 
from the same environmental injustice. You will want to profile the community; profile 
the environmental injustice there; and using a little bit of quantitative data, compare 
that community to your home community (or Santa Clara). 
 
Here are the steps to this assignment 
Step 1. Survey EJ issues in the Central Valley you might study  
Step 2. Identify a specific EJ issue that affects a community in the Central Valley 
Step 3. Propose to Keith a community to profile, and gain approval 
Step 4. Gather some quantitative data on this community and do a comparison  
Step 5. Write up a few pages that profile this community and an EJ issue present in it 
 
Note: you will need to use your critical thinking skills as you asses the data you gather, 
and the sources you use. You are welcome to look up information about this 
community on the world wide web, especially the links provided by your instructor. 
Beware that there is a lot of contested information about environmental justice on the 
web, and some of it is biased. The EJ movement arose in part because government and 
industry were biased; these institutions ignored the unjust burden of environmental 
degradation on poor communities of color. The EJ movement, governments and 
industry, and their critics all use highly charged language to advance their vision of 
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justice. Their understandings are not exactly the same. You will need to assess the 
validity of the information that you find.  
Step 1. Survey EJ issues in the Central Valley you might study  
There are several steps to getting started, before you write.  

1. Download the Invisible-5  (http://www.invisible5.org/) handout and map, and 
read it. http://www.invisible5.org/images/SOUTHBOUND_LORES.pdf  

2. The Central Valley begins in Westely and ends at Frazier Park. If you have not 
done so already, listen to the podcasts of community profiles and issues at 
http://www.invisible5.org which are linked to Camino. 

3. A list of communities in the SJV can be found at 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Joaquin_Valley#Cities_and_counties 

4. Here is a list organized by some folks at UC Davis, but note that some are not in 
the SJV (but rather in the Sacramento Valley)  
http://ej.ucdavis.edu/cvdb/?page=comm-2-community-profiles 

5. You can consult a very nice map of the communities in the Central Valley at 
http://mapsof.net/uploads/static-maps/california_map_central_valley.png 

NOTE: for portfolio one, you cannot choose a Cole & Foster or Invisible-5 case study 
 
Step 2. Identify a specific EJ issue that affects a community in the Central Valley 

1. Now see if there is an EJ issue that is of interest to you in this community. Think 
in terms of earth, air, fire and water; farming, air pollution, energy and burning, 
waste, and access to and distribution of water. Start of list of the EJ issues people 
in the Central Valley have to work with, and keep track of it over time.  

2. Now poke around and find out if there is a community group working on EJ 
issues. You are going to have an easier time gathering data if a community group 
has already identified a community suffering from injustice.  

a. Here is a good place to start. http://twentyfive.ucdavis.edu/links.aspx 
b. This link will take you to a list of EJ themes active in the Central Valley, 

and academic literature that provides more background 
http://ej.ucdavis.edu/cvdb/?page=anno-2-browse 

c. But you can also  find some others at Center for Race, Poverty and 
Environment’s list of alliances http://www.crpe-
ej.org/crpe/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=70&Itemid
=89  

d. Community Water Center Visalia 
http://www.communitywatercenter.org/water-
valley.php?content=The+Problem  

e. Central Valley Air Quality Coalition http://www.calcleanair.org/ 
3. Note: you must conduct a search on the Lexisnexis database for newspaper 

articles about this community AND the regional EJ issue and include this in the 
proposal to Keith. Search for the name of the community and EJ issue 
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/lnacademic/ 
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Step 3. Propose to Keith a community to profile, and gain approval. You can do this 
by email, or in person during office hours on Monday, or special office hours 
Wednesday 1-2 and 3.30 to 4 (no office hours Friday). Tell me the name of the 
community; the environmental injustice; and your lexisnexus results.  
 
Step 4. Gather some quantitative data on this community and do a comparison with 
your home 

1. Do a little basic statistical research on the community, and compare these to your 
home community (or Santa Clara) and the US or California averages 

2. Look up census data  at 
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml 

3. Search the following possible attributes for your study community. I recommend 
the following  

a. Speak a language other than English at home 
b. Median family income 
c. Per capita income or %age families below poverty level 
d. Percentage of owner or renter occupied housing units 
e. Demographic/Race 

2. Using zip codes, compare your home community (or Santa Clara) at Scorecard: 
http://www.scorecard.org/ 

3. Search for LULUs (locally unwanted land uses) in this study community at 
http://www.epa.gov/enviro/ and compare to your own community or zip 
code.  

4. Summarize this data in a table like this (You can copy, paste and modify this) 
 
 Study community Your home US or CA 
Social     
Economic    
Housing    
Demographic/Race    
Other info ...   --------NA-------------- 
 
Step 5. Write up a few pages that profile this community and an EJ issue present  

1. Here is a suggested outline for your paper( which you could use as subheadings) 
a. Describe its location in the Central Valley, any historical or geographical 

information you think important 
b. Present some the data from the table above, and discuss it. 
c. Describe the EJ issue present 
d. Begin the process of explaining how this issue came about; describe the 

role of “out of town institutions” in this; and the community’s responses.  
e. In the conclusion answer this question: could this EJ problem have taken 

place in your own home community? Why or why not? 
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2. Be sure to use footnotes to justify your claims. Use a complete citation in the 
form of a footnote. In Windows 7 Word, click on “references” then insert 
footnote. In older versions of Word: “InsertàReferenceàFootnote” 

a. In addition, if you use a webpage for a source, you should comment on 
the trustworthiness of the source of information on it 
(high/medium/questionable/uncertain).  

b.  The following are the formats you must use. (use Arabic numbers; do not 
use Roman numbers or letters to indicate footnotes).Follow this format 
exactly. For a primary text itself, identify it and describe it as best you can 
in a footnote, and then fully cite the printed source where you found it. To 
create a footnote in Word, click  

 
A book: 
Gottlieb, Roger S. A Greener Faith: Religious Environmentalism and Our Planet's 
Future. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006. 

 
A chapter in an edited book:  
Pedersen, Kusumita P. "Environmental Ethics in Interreligious Perspective." In 
Global Ethics: Comparative Religious Ethics and Interreligious Dialogue, edited 
by Sumner B Twiss and Bruce Grelle. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1998. 
 
A journal article from a webpage: 
Warner, Keith Douglass, OFM. "The Greening of American Catholicism: Identity, 
Conversion and Continuity." Religion and American Culture: A Journal of 
Interpretation 18, no. 1 (2008): 113-42. Retrieved January 13, 2011 from 
http://webpages.scu.edu/ftp/kwarner/Fran-GreeningCatholicismJRAC.pdf 
 
A journal article:  
Warner, Keith Douglass and Christy Getz. “A socio-economic analysis of the 
North American commercial natural enemy industry and implications for 
augmentative biological control.” Biological Control 45 (2008) 1–10. 
 
A webpage: 
Pope John Paul II. Peace With God The Creator, Peace With All Of Creation 
[World Day of Peace Message, 1990]. Retrieved January 13, 2009, from 
http://conservation.catholic.org/ecologicalcrisis.htm. Highly trustworthy. 

 
Note: when referencing a webpage, do not place URLS in the document, nor URLS 
alone in the footnote. You need to format a webpage reference as though it were a 
chapter in a book. The book is akin to the sponsoring organization, and the specific 
webpage is akin to the chapter. If you find a pdf type report on line, format that as a 
journal article, with the URL and access date at the end. Note that if you find a 
legitimate journal on line, you do not need to assess the trustworthiness of the source.  


