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Reflection on the vocation of Julia Butterfly Hill  
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Please make your file a .doc, .pdf , or .rtf 
Please name your file 12.84.r1Yoursurname 
Please place this is in the subject line of your email: 12.84.r1Yoursurname 
 
How to write a reflection for Keith  
This document provides a general overview of how to write reflection papers for Keith, and 
some specific questions for you to address in the reflection paper on JBH.  
I assign reflection papers because I am interested in how you are engaging class material for 
the education of your whole person. I am interested in knowing how you interpret class 
material, and how you integrate it into your existing knowledge. Interpretation means 
explaining the content and significance of ideas, and how these ideas relate to other 
concepts. Recall that religious studies classes ask students to “clarify and express beliefs in 
light of the critical inquiry into the religious dimensions of human existence.” Thus, 
religious studies classes ask you-the-student to evaluate the beliefs and vocations of others; 
to think critically about the relationship between the religious dimension of others and your 
own experience as a human being; and to clarify your personal beliefs. Note that you do not 
need to “be religious” to do this task; it is for all students at SCU. This is different than 
writing a composition and rhetoric paper because it asks you to shuttle back and forth 
between the external phenomena of the spirituality of others and your own beliefs, values 
and practices (whether you are spiritual or not, or religious or not). This asks you to express 
your beliefs about these phenomena, which is more than simply saying “I like it” or “I don’t 
like it.” You will receive a passing grade for that kind of answer, but that’s all. An excellent 
reflection paper will include the following.  
1. It will include your name and introduce the overarching question you are setting out to 

answer.  
2. It will explain how you are making sense of (interpreting) the readings in the course in 

light of your moral vision, your spiritual practice (whatever that might mean), or your 
vocation (at whatever stage that might be). It is unlikely that you can discuss all three of 
these in one short paper though! You should analyze in specific detail one aspect of 
these.  

3. It will demonstrate knowledge of the key concepts in the readings. You do not have to 
provide citations, only references to the author’s surname. Do not type in quotes from 
the book – you can refer to a specific page (assume I have the book and have read it 
too!), and explain how a specific piece of knowledge impacts you.  

4. It would include some kind of discussion of how the readings have engaged, 
challenged, changed your beliefs about a key concept in the class.  

5. You will quite intentionally use the word “I”—I want to understand how you reflect on 
this material. 
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In your reflection you would want to avoid:  
1. Only addressing the sustainability dimension of the class. A surprising number of 

students turn in papers that do not engage any of the religious or spirituality 
dimensions of the assignment. This cannot result in an excellent grade.  

2. Only re-stating the content of the readings. Assume I have read them. I want your 
interpretation and reflection.  

3. Only describing your feelings or views. If I can read your paper and not be 
convinced you have read the readings, that would be a problem.  

4. A lot of fluff at the top of the page.  
5. Wasting paper. This is not an English class, so I won’t be correcting all your 

grammar, spelling etc., although you will lose points if you don’t spell check or if it 
is not written well. You can use single space, and save paper that way, but then be 
sure I have a margin to write in. Or, you can double space, but then leave very 
narrow margins.  

6. Cutting the word count short. I don’t ask for that much, and I don’t believe the 
readings lack inspiration for reflection.  

 
Here are the questions to address about Julia Butterfly Hill’s vocation. You should write 
about half of a single-spaced page on each. Use these questions to demonstrate your 
understanding of vocation and spirituality per Neafsy and ASV readings.  

1. Describe her vocation. (Where did the calling come from? Which events were key? 
How and why did it evolve? explain)  

2. Is she spiritual? Is she religious? (Explain what you mean)  
3. What aspects of her vocation inspire you? Repel you? 
4. How might you adopt some aspect of her vocation in your own? 

 


