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Hip Hop as a Lifestyle of Today
    Remember when Michael Jordan was the most highly paid advertising
spokesperson? Well, times have changed and athletes are no longer the
focal point of the marketing business. In recent years, the focus has been
placed on musicians, especially those of the rap industry. With the
beginning of MTV in the early eighties, more and more music was being
thrown out for broader audiences to see and Michael Jackson was a huge
contributor to the cause. As a wonderful performer and the first African
American performer on MTV, Jackson drew in new audiences while
opening the door for many contemporary black artists.  Now when Sprite
wants to persuade the younger generation to purchase their newest
rendition of the soda, they use Redman and Lil? Kim, instead of Kobe
Bryant. Ayanna writes that
Hip hop is the latest expressive manifestation of the past and current
experience as well as the collective consciousness of African American
youth?. (Hip hop) expresses mainstream American ideas that have now
been internalized and turned and embedded into the psyches of American
people of color over time. (1)
Obviously, the musicians in the rap industry have not totally overtaken the
mainstream media; however, more and more they are becoming an
influential entity in popular culture today.
    In the media today, rap artists are becoming more involved on television
and the widescreen as well. For example, Will Smith has broken through
with his own television show and by starring in blockbuster hits, like
?Independence Day? and ?Bad Boys,? while at the same time wowing
audiences with his multi-platinum albums ?Big Willie Style? and
?Willenium.? Other artists, such as Nas and DMX have also broken
through in theaters with movies like ?Belly.? Along with artists becoming
exposed in the entertainment industry, the opposite effect has happened to
other stars, like Shaquille O?Neal: famous stars who have made their
living already and who have decided to acquire rapping as a pastime to
make some extra money.
    Although all of this exposure is giving the rap industry a good reputation
and heightening their exposure to the world, the image that they are
conveying is affecting many African Americans. According to many
underground rap artists, the portrayal of hip hop that these artists are
sending to the majority of the nation is the idea that all black rap artists are
?thuggish.? Because the majority of rappers are African American, these
social icons are a widely accepted stereotype. The image that they send is
that all black people wear baggy clothes, live in impoverished areas, love



the ?ghetto booty,? and have the tendency to spend money on ridiculous
material objects should they ever get their hands on any money. Many
black artists feel that these breakthrough artists have given into
?Americanization? and that the presence of the almighty dollar contributes
heavily to the disunity of black youth and the consequential threat to our
future. The failure of many of the popular hip hop artists to stand up for
their culture and to identify with their roots has caused tension between the
mainstream rap world and those who still perform rap for its original
purpose: ?the representative voice of a generation that has in a sense
absorbed the teachings of the pioneering activists and educators before
but at the same time grapples with persistent external influences
uncharacteristic of our African ancestry, like materialism and misogyny,?
according to Janelle Harris (1). Harris also says that hip hop was originally
?a voice to relate to the frustration of obscurity and the agony of
predestined pain? (1).
The stereotypes of today?s rappers are widely embraced by the American
public mostly as a result of its publicity on television, specifically on MTV.
As Hip Hop Commentary mentions, ?Rap music videos are the glorification
of drugs, violence and sex? (1).  They often identify with a lower
socioeconomic standing while at the same time glorifying the leisurely life
of the rich and famous. It seems quite contradictory that featured artists
have bettered their economic station, yet they still identify with the
?gangsta? image that is so prevalent in impoverished circumstances. Yet,
to maintain a specific likeness and status, rap artists are constantly
continuing the trend and falling into the stereotype of the black artist that
Americans have come to accept as fact. For years, African American
artists have been trying to break free of boundaries and boxes that have
restricted them, yet these artists, when offered money and fame, abandon
these ideals and simply fall into the categories that society has placed
upon them. While the music video has exposed the hip hop culture, it has
also put specific limits on it as well.  
    Along with the invention of the music video and the popularity of rap
music came the elaborate façade that all black people are the same:
violent drug users who treat women in a demeaning manner. In many rap
videos, black women are treated with little respect. Many times, they are
portrayed as material objects, specifically used for sexual purposes. While
this is the depiction of the role of women in music videos, it is extremely
skewed and inaccurate. Ayanna acknowledges, ?In many popular rap
songs men glorify the life of pimps, refer to all women as they think a pimp
would to a prostitute, and promote violence against women for
?disobeying??(1). In most videos, there are many women surrounding one
or two men, wearing only bikinis and the camera only focuses on their
body parts while the rapper spits out suggestive and often vulgar lyrics.



Not only is this upsetting that women are portrayed in this light, but it is
also frustrating that this image has been pumped into pop culture so much
that even some women have come to accept this inaccurate portrayal as
factual. It has been reported at concerts that there are flocks of women
who are willing to do anything to get close to the artist in order to get close
to them. It is frustrating to think that the media has enough influence over
the population to manipulate them into abiding by the stereotypes that they
put forth.
    Obviously, the media has a lot of influence over the way people perceive
hip hop culture and how mainstream it becomes. With the influence of hip
hop becoming stronger in today?s popular culture, the image that comes
along with it is also becoming equally popular. After years of rap simply
being a way for African Americans to vent their frustration about their
economic situation. Now, this portrayal of drugs, violence, and sex has
become a widely accepted mainstream art form. As we have seen hip hop
progress over the years into such a popular form of music, we have seen
how it has also evolved into its own lifestyle. In the future, who knows
where hip hop will take American pop culture.  


